Disease: a sign of piety?: some moral associations of disease in medieval society.
Al-Jāhiz, an Arab writer and philosopher of the ninth century C.E., one of the most brilliant intellectuals of the Abbasid period, suggested in his work "Kitāb al-Bursān wa'l-'urjān wa'l-umyān wa'l-hulan" ("The Book of the lepers, lame, blind, and cross-eyed") that disease and physical imperfections should not be considered to be social stigma, but rather signs of special divine blessings. Cripples and sick persons, in his opinion, received spiritual compensation from G-d. This idea may not seem at first glance to belong to medieval Islamic tradition. This paper tries to analyze its place in that culture and its relation to other views on disease accepted there. I will especially try to analyze the correlation between piety and disease: Was it specific to this case or characteristic of the society. The problem of the association of disease and piety and divine favor, the problems of the moral implications of disease in general is certainly a vast one. This study is restricted to some of the ethical conceptions connected with illness in medieval Moslem society, including the religious minorities which were in a sense an integral part of that society.